MANIFESTO FOR A BETTER WORLD

As social scientists who share common values of democracy and social justice, we have been carefully following this multifaceted international economic crisis, which has had extremely negative consequences with regard to the Progress of Humanity. 

Europe and the United States of America are experiencing a period of a profound economic and social crisis, where the impact of the international financial markets and speculation in the national economies have seriously compromised not just the economic recovery but also both democratic stability and the development of democracy, and hence have also undermined the welfare of society.  

In response to the high rates of unemployment, precariousness and the volatility of the labour market as a result of protectionist neo-liberal policies that favour the interests of large capital, politicians have sought to introduce measures to combat the crisis, which have greatly weakened the classes with a lower social and economic status. However, these measures have had no impact in terms of solving the crisis, only serving to “calm” the voracity of the international financial markets by paying high and unjustified interest rates charged from fragile national economies. These measures have been presented to public opinion as the only truly effective measures to minimise the effects of the voracity of unregulated international financial markets, omitting the role that these markets played in the emergence and intensification of the crisis. The crisis is being deemed and viewed by governments and many economists as an inevitable fatality. At the same time the idea (ideology) that other alternatives are unviable is also being propagated, as is that of the weakening – in the European case – of the Social Model based on economic redistribution, alleging that it is unsustainable in the medium and long term and its subalternisation to competing non-EU European nations.

Individual responsibility is becoming accentuated while the State is increasingly “washing its hands of” its societal responsibility towards the more vulnerable social groups, reducing opportunities for them to realise themselves as citizens, benefiting the powerful to the detriment of the more underprivileged.  
The ideological attack on the European Social Model is an attack on the world, since this is the standard-model that serves as the basis for the aspirations of citizens of emerging nations and new forms of social organisation, which it is essential to build in these countries, so as to redistribute the growing wealth that only a select few enjoy. 

The consequences are the gradual dismantling of the social protection that (still) limits the harmful effects of poverty and social exclusion, endangering the social contract that is the foundation of democracy. The great disparities in the distribution of revenues that can be seen in emerging nations, perpetuating innumerable lives sunk in the most profound poverty, will now be matched by new situations, in the richest countries, where the level of wealth grows alongside the number of poor.  

It is precisely during periods of crisis that alternatives for the future are forged. All those who feel trampled upon, discontented and exploited cannot be herded into authoritarian solutions by “fear”. And this is an imminent danger. Hence, this is the right moment for social scientists – who analyse, try to understand and systematise knowledge about societies, their dynamics, forces at play and perverse effects – to dedicate themselves to creating democratic alternatives. Along with all those who are willing to work for a Better World. Along with all those who know that democracy reinvents and rebuilds itself. Other paradigms are possible, but require a commitment from each of us to reduce the distance between the governors and the governed, denounced so many years ago by Bourdieu; so that, as propounded by Edgar Morin, we are able to resist a dominant ideology that sweeps away everything in its path and presents that which is nothing more than exploitation and inequality as being something that is obvious and normal, which we reject; so that it is possible to understand – like Cynthia Fleury – that democracy has to contain a criticism of itself, so as to reinvent the rules that govern us, preventing an “entropy” of democracies. 

It is therefore of crucial importance to intervene in the public space, namely by constructing a Manifesto that is capable of questioning the unbridled capitalism of our times (and particularly a submission to the demands of the international financial markets), which sacrifices a significant segment of human beings in the name of lucrative profits for a few, gradually depriving those segments of their Human Rights and Dignity. This is a Manifesto that must be capable of questioning the type of society that is being built with this economic model and must aim towards building a society in which the economic model does not hold the greater part of humanity hostage, destroying its capacity for indignation by increasing the insecurity and precariousness associated with the labour market. The role of social scientists is also to deconstruct “market certainties”, as well as other such effective ideologies, especially with regard to the message being transmitted that there are no alternatives to the current global economic and social order.  

On the contrary, we affirm that a new global economic order is possible: an order that restores to human beings the Right to indignation, the Right to work, the Right to have positive expectations and life opportunities, the Right to Dignity.  

We therefore propose the global adoption of measures that will tend to diminish the social impact of the current global crisis and which, if taken into consideration by the global governing elite, will contribute towards enhancing national economies, in order to restore to human beings faith in the future and to further develop the democratic system. 

A healthy democracy is a more deliberative and communicative democracy, in which the policies of “redistribution”, “recognition” and “participation” are articulated to promote a justice that is more respectful of human rights, more cooperative, without marginal areas, with a view to transforming this world of ours into a community of communities.

The overexposure of public opinion to “economists of the regime” (those who are always on the television supporting the neo-liberal ideas of the governments) and their blinkered doctrine devitalises and depoliticises the public space, disseminating the idea that Margaret Thatcher preached when she came to power and which constitutes the Gordian knot of an entire programme: "there is no alternative". Currently, this issue appears with particular intensity with regard to sovereign debt. The preconceived notion of the ‘untouchability’ of debt drowns out all attempts to discuss it as a privileged tool to transfer income from salaries to capital. In truth, the rescaling and restructuring of debt should permit countries not to pay extortionist interest rates. Similarly, it is fundamental to construct a fair redistribution of sacrifices, obliging bankers (one of the main causes and beneficiaries of the current crisis) to pay far more than what they pay in taxes, along with taxation of large fortunes, stock market and real estate capital gains and offshore transfers. Finally, we believe it is essential that any macroeconomic policy must calculate, beforehand, the number of poor that it will produce, so as to perceive and avoid the social and moral damage caused by its implementation. 

The construction of an International Social Movement  

We appeal to all citizens of the world to support to this Manifesto, in order to construct a Global Social Movement that is capable of facing up to the current unbridled capitalism that wishes to become the “master of the world” and hold the people living in it hostage. FOR A DEMOCRATIC AND SOLIDARY REGULATION OF CAPITALISM. FOR HUMANITY WITH DIGNITY.  
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